
Sacramento County 
Human Services Coordinating Council 

1 of 4 

Meeting Minutes 
December 10, 2015  

Meeting Location 
Dept. of Human Assistance  
2700 Fulton Ave  
Sacramento, CA. 95821 
Conference Room 58 

  
Facilitator: Addie Ellis – Chair    

Staffed by:  Jerri Thompson  

Meeting Attendees: 
• HSCC Members – Melinda Avey, Dev Berger, Addie Ellis, Paula Green, Randy Hicks,  

Leslie Julianel, Raymond Kemp, Len Marowitz, Danette Rada, Robert Silva Jr. 

• Ex-officio Members and Liaisons – Colleene Miller (DHA), Sherri Z. Heller (DHHS) 
• Guests – Sandra Jackson, Wendy Johannson, Linda Saephanh,  

Absent Members:    
• Ernie Brown, Paul Lake (Ex-Officio), Paul Tanner, Angelina Woodberry 
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Call to Order/Introductions Chair called the meeting to order and introductions were made.   Group watched a video segment from the 2013 

Heroes of Human Services Awards as they enjoyed their potluck.  
Approval of November 12, 2015 Minutes  Approval of November 12, 2015 Minutes:  Randy Hicks moved to approve, Robert Silva Jr. Seconded; Minutes 

Approved.     
Chair’s Report  • Membership: 

o Resignations: 
 Michael Ballance – DAC Rep and Secretary of the HSCC  
 Tom Campbell – Mental Health Board Rep (He is working on finding a replacement) 

2015 Work Plan Retreat  • Work Plan Retreat to be held in lieu of regularly scheduled January meeting.  Specifically: 
o Date:  Thursday, January 14, 2016 
o Time:  12:30-3:30pm 
o Sierra Health Foundation, Garden HWY 
o Catered Box Lunch available from Plates for $11.75 per person   
o Supervisor Susan Peters will be the guest speaker 

2016 Officer Elections (Action)   • The slate of officers for 2016 was presented; no other nominations were made from the floor.  Randy Hicks 
moved to close the nominations, Robert Silva Jr. seconded; Motion to close the nominations Approved.   

• Randy Hicks moved to approve the slate as presented, Raymond Kemp seconded, and Dev Berger abstained.  
The presented slate of officers Approved as follows:  

o Chair – Addie Ellis 
o Vice Chair – Robert Silva Jr.  
o Secretary – Melinda Avey  

 
 at-large member – Ernie Brown 
 at-large member – Leslie Julianel 

Department and First 5 Commission 
Updates 

 
 

Health and Human Services:  Sherri Z. Heller provided a report included in the meeting packet.  Added: 
• Sherri discussed information in her report including the November 17 workshop that was presented to the 

Board of Supervisors (BOS) on drug and alcohol use in our County. She encouraged the group to watch the 
video of the workshop which is posted on the Board of Supervisors website.  Staff will forward a copy of the 
PowerPoint presentation to the group.   

• The Public Health Officer is forming a coalition of people to deal with the opiate abuse issue.  A large 
number of stakeholders have expressed interest in participating in this complex issue including a pharmacy 
group and emergency room nurses.   

Human Assistance:  Gladys Deloney’s provided a report included in the meeting packet. Colleen Miller Added:  
• Monumental occurrence as the city and the county has come together for the Homeless issue, contributing 

money to Sacramento Steps forward to help with the Rapid Rehousing Program.    El Nino is a concern this 
year in the fact that they have instructions for and shelters and warming centers for when it gets to cold and 
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instructions and shelters to provide cooling centers when it gets to hot, but they do not know how an 
excessive amount of rain may affect the Homeless that live near the river or in cubbies that may get rained 
out.   

 
• Group discussion ensued pertaining to the County’s websites.  It was proposed that the HSCC visit the 

websites and then invite the Public Information Officers from the county including DHA, DHHS, and First 5 to 
have an interaction with them and provide feedback about the ease/difficulty of navigating the various sites.  
 

First 5 Commission: Julie Gallelo provided a report included in the meeting packet.   
Member Advisory Boards & 
Community Member’s Updates 
  

Adult and Aging Commission: Dev Berger provided a report included in the meeting packet.   
Alcohol and Drug Advisory Board:  Melinda Avey provided a report included in the meeting packet.   
Children’s Coalition:  Ernie Brown provided a report included in the meeting packet.   
Disability Advisory Commission:  Provided a report included in the meeting packet.  Randy Hicks added: 

• Liz Paulsen from the Sacramento Housing and Redevelopment Agency (SHRA) discussed many aspects of 
the current housing stock at the DAC meeting.  

• Physical Access Subcommittee is looking at all the codes that pertain to access including, sidewalks, ramps, 
garbage can pick up and code enforcement.  They also talked about the Howe Ave project.  

• Voting on the commission’s revised bylaws will take place at their January meeting. 
• Randy reiterated the need of new members for the DAC.  

Mental Health Advisory Board:  Tom Campbell provided a report included in the meeting packet.  Len Marowitz 
added: 

• Visits are made once per month to different programs, the last visit was to River Oaks Center for Children. 
This is the fourth or fifth children’s programs they have visited and it seems that the distribution of services is  
the same among the different programs. This is very positive because each of the groups independently has 
come to the same point for what should be done to help children.   
 

Len wanted to share information he read from a news release by the National Institute of Mental Health: 
• For the last 10-15 years there has been an attempt to define mental health illnesses by the biological 

problem underlying it instead of being defined by the person’s symptoms as is currently done; this is a huge 
advance.  A research group has found three different kinds of schizophrenia, each caused by a different 
biological problem so even if on the surface they look the same each needs a different treatment.    

Public Health Advisory Board:   Paula Green provided a report included in the meeting packet.     
HSCC Goals • Chair Addie asked for a motion to move this agenda item to be heard after the member advisory boards & 

community member’s updates item. Randy moved to approve, Robert Silva Jr. seconded:  Approved.   
• Review of 2015 Goals:   

o Safety Net 
o Housing 
o HS-9 Policy of the Human Services Element of the County General Plan  
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• Goals will carry over to 2016.   
• Homework for the retreat: keep the goals in mind as the big goals, and then think of how they can be 

segmented and what part of each goal does the group want to focus.  Chair suggested of looking at 
addiction under safety net and for the Housing goal looking at the number of housing units that are available 
and who is available for what.   Group was asked to read up on Human Services Element HS-9 Policy.  
Chair reminded group that not one of the advisory board’s mission is more important than another as we 
come together to coordinate services.   

Announcements  • Randy Hicks announced the California Budget & Policy Center will be holding a seminar on the State Budget 
at the Library Galleria, December 16, 9:30am. 

Public Comments  • Wendy Johannson asked if anyone had the statistic of home many homeless there are in Sacramento.  
Group shared the January 2015 Point-in-Time homeless count of 2659 individuals that Ryan Loofburrow, 
Executive Director Sacramento Steps Forward, had shared with the group at his September presentation to 
the HSCC.  Sherri Z. Heller also told of the upcoming report of the strategic plan for services to homeless 
individuals and families coming before the BOS at 10:30am on December 15 as listed in her update report.   

Adjournment Meeting adjourned at 1:30pm.  
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