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Meeting Minutes 
March 12, 2015  

Meeting Location 
Dept. of Human Assistance  
2700 Fulton Ave  
Sacramento, CA. 95821 
Conference Room 58 

 
Facilitator: Addie Ellis – Chair  

Staffed by:   Jerri Thompson  

Meeting Attendees: 
• HSCC Members - Melinda Avey, Ernie Brown, Addie Ellis, Raymond Kemp, David Mana-ay, Len Marowitz, Gary McDonald,  

Robert Silva Jr., Paul Tanner, Frank L. Topping, Angelina Woodberry 

• Ex-officio Members and Liaisons – Sherri Z. Heller (DHHS), Gladys Deloney (DHA)   
• Guests – Michael Ballance, Erin Maurie  

Absent Members:    
• Paul Lake (Ex-Officio)  
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Topic Minutes 
Welcome and Introductions Chair welcomed everyone and introductions were made.    
Approval of February 19, 2015 Minutes  Approval of February 19, 2014 Minutes with correction:   Robert Silva moved to approve, David Mana-ay seconded. 

Abstain:  Len Marowitz Minutes Approved.     
Chair’s Report  •  Exec Committee members will be meeting with the Chiefs of Staff at 2:30pm today for the Qtrly Briefing.    

• Chair Addie attended the Maternal, Child, and Adolescent Health Advisory Board meeting to share the 
HSCC 2015 goals.  The Chair of the Maternal, Child, and Adolescent Health Advisory Board will attend a 
future HSCC meeting.  

Membership • Resignation: 
 Community Member and current HSCC Secretary, Natasha Broadway, has resigned.   

• Pending New Members: 
 Mental Health Board Reps on the HSCC:  Len Marowitz and Tom Campbell are on the March 10th 

Board of Supervisors agenda for appointment.   
 Disability Advisory Commission Rep on the HSCC:  Michael Ballance is on the March 24th Board of 

Supervisors agenda for appointment.    
Announcements   • Chair asked if anyone would like to volunteer for the vacant Secretary position to please let her know.  Vote 

by the HSCC will be on a future agenda.   
• David Mana-ay shared that he is unable to attend the Qtrly briefing with the Chiefs this afternoon.  
• Ernie Brown volunteered to attend the briefing with Chair Addie.   

Review HSCC 2015 Goals  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

• Chair asked the group to break out into their “Break out Groups” to continue working on the Proposed 
Work Plans.  The three groups: 

 Housing  
 Human Services Element (HS-9) 
 Safety Net  

• Chair called everyone back together and asked as they define their goal and determine specific action 
steps &timelines to keep them “Smart” – Specific, Measureable, Attainable, Realistic,& Timely. Chair 
reminded the group that the role of the HSCC is that of an “Advisory” board to the Sacramento County 
Board of Supervisors, they are not to reinvent the wheel but to gather information and work on building 
collaborations in the community.   

• Work groups were asked to turn in their plans by April 1st in time for the executive committee meeting. 

Suggestions for Presentations to the 
HSCC 

• The following suggestions were given as presentation ideas members would like to have this year:   
 Ryan Loofbourrow/Sacramento Steps Forward, for a follow up from last year’s presentation 
 Eduardo Ameneyro, new Division manager over Homeless Programs for DHA  
 Valley Vision 
 Peter Tateishi/Metro Chamber of Commerce 
 RT – expansion of Light rail 
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 Volunteers of America 

• Gladys volunteered Eduardo to present on DHA’s Homeless Programs in April enabling the  HSCC to hear 
about the program prior to the May 5 Board of Supervisors workshop of Strategic Plan for addressing needs 
of homeless individuals in the County.   

Department and First 5 Commission 
Updates 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Human Assistance:  Gladys Deloney provided a report included in the meeting packet.  Added:   
• Gladys asked the HSCC to help spread the word about the Housing Support Program (HSP), which is a 

program offered for homeless families as a component of the CalWORKs program for CalWORKs 
recipients.  Flyers to help publicize this program are being developed and will be available soon.     

First 5 Commission: Toni Moore provided report included in the meeting packet.  Added:   
• Erin Maurie, attending for Toni Moore highlighted that their Advisory Committee has several vacancies.  

Health and Human Services:  Sherri Z. Heller provided report included in the meeting packet.  Added:  
• Sherri highlighted and discussed the information in her report regarding the planned “safety net” workshop 

being replaced by the following workshops:   
 March 18 - 2:00pm.m Workshop on health care for undocumented immigrants.  (lead – DHHS)  

 Sherri will actually be doing the presentation not a consultant as listed in the report.                                                  
 March 24 - 10:30a.m. Update on mental health crisis service system (lead – DHHS) 
 April 7 - 2:15p.m. Addressing disproportionate African-American Child Deaths (lead – Probation)  
 May 5 – TBD does have a determined time; it is 2:00p.m.  Presentation on Strategic Plan for 

addressing needs of homeless individuals (lead – DHA, with Sacramento Steps Forward).  
• Last year’s workshop was liked; however, it covered so much territory it was hard to dive deep enough into 

any one subject therefore, breaking them up this year will be better.   
• MH Board had a special meeting last night and voted to endorse the presentation at the March 24th meeting.   
• The presenting problem in mental health is an unintended consequence of the ACA and Medi-Cal expansion 

associated with health care reform.  Three to five years ago the County did a deal with the psychiatric 
hospitals.  If a Medi-Cal person was in the psychiatric hospitals overnight, the county would pay $950 per 
night, if it was an indigent person with no health care coverage at all the hospital would provide it as charity 
care at its own expense which was a really good deal for the county when there were a lot of indigent people 
with no coverage but, on January 1, 2014 with the beginning of the ACA virtually everyone got Medi-cal so 
the entire inpatient mental health budget for the County was spent by the end of October due to people 
switching categories.  Under federal rules you can’t get federal Medi-cal reimbursement if you are in a 
mental health hospital with more than 16 beds.   

• Being out of money for inpatient, Sherri had to address the Board to ask for more authorization to spend 
money on inpatient care.  The Board not wanting to have people in the hospital if they do not need to be and 
wondering why money is being spent hospitalizing people that do not need to be asked the question “Why 
can’t we have better residential support, outpatient services and better crisis places for people to go? The 
Mental Health board and MHSA steering committee have been working on that question. 

• A coalition of hospital, EMS and fire people got together and are working on this issue and will come 
together on the 24th to present very significant proposals to change the mental health system to produce 
more alternatives to hospitalization when hospitalization is not necessary.    
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• HSCC members would like to have a role in the workshops.  A couple of the members plan to attend the 

March 24 meeting to represent the HSCC in testimony sharing what was gathered from last year’s visits to 
the CPACs.  Including that neighborhoods want to support their own with resources/services and sharing 
that many folks with mental illness are discharged from the hospitals and go back to communities without 
services, without support and having residential homes with trained staff and support is preferred.   

• Intent of the Title IV-E Waiver Demonstration project was to meet with the community to come up with 
recommendations to spend the additional $4½ million dollars but with Foster Care over budget by $9 million 
there is nothing to allocate therefore, the meeting was cancelled.   

• Foster Care - More kids are coming into foster care and staying longer; the18-21 program is very popular. 
This is happening all around the country not just in Sacramento County.  

Member Advisory Boards & 
Community Member’s Updates 
  

Adult and Aging Commission: Gary McDonald provided report included in the meeting packet.   
Alcohol and Drug Advisory Board: Melinda Avey highlighted information provided in her report included in the 
meeting packet.  Added: 

• Many folks that are addicted smoke and many of the mentally ill smoke.  Only 6% of people that try to quit 
smoking are successful and 1 in 5 people die from smoking.   

Children’s Coalition:  Ernie Brown highlighted the report he provided in the meeting packet.   Added: 
• Oversight Committee Report will be not be presented later in April not on the 7th as listed in the report.  

Disability Advisory Commission:  Frank Topping provided report included in the meeting packet.  Added: 
• David Mana-ay shared that Michael Balance was unanimously recommended by their Advisory Commission 

to be a rep on the HSCC and will be on the 3/24 Board of Supervisors agenda for appointment.  
Mental Health Advisory Board:  No report.     
Public Health Advisory Board:  No report.   

Public Comments  None  

Adjournment Meeting adjourned 
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