WHY IS CALIFORNIA
DOING THIS?
You may have heard stories about babies being
abandoned in unsafe locations. The parents

abandoning their baby were often panicked, had no
support for their pregnancy or feared what would

happen if someone found out they were pregnant.
But, abandonment is illegal and puts a baby in
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THE CALIFORNIA SAFELY
SURRENDERED BABY LAW
FAST FACTS:
Permits the parent(s) or
surrendering person to safely and
confidentially surrender a baby
within three days of birth.
Provides a safe place for babies.

helps caregivers in need by giving them a safe,

Protects the parent(s) or
surrendering person from
prosecution for child abandonment.

and in private.

Does not require that names be
given when the baby is surrendered.

extreme danger. The Safely Surrendered Baby Law
legal way to place their baby for adoption quickly

Allows the parent(s) or surrendering
person 14 days to change their
mind.

There Is a Way to
Safely Surrender
Your Baby

DID YOU KNOW...?
Since the Safely Surrender law was passed in 2001,

more than 700 babies have been safely surrendered.
In the same time period, abandonments have

decreased to an average of less than 5 a year.

1.877.BABYSAF
(1.877.222.9723)
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Every Baby Deserves a
Healthy Life.

1.877.BABYSAF
PUB 400 (1/17)

(1.877.222.9723)

HOW DOES IT
WORK?

Take the baby to an employee at a hospital or
other safe surrender site (usually fire stations).
State that you would like to safely surrender the
baby.
The employee will give you and the baby
matching ID bracelets. This will help you
reconnect with the baby if you change your mind.
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The safest place to give birth is in a

hospital. The mother can deliver the baby

at the hospital and tell the doctor or nurse
that she would like to surrender the baby.

WHAT IS
THE SAFELY
SURRENDER
BABY LAW?

Allows you to take the newborn to a safe place
if you cannot care for him or her
It is legal, confidential and free
The baby will be placed in a loving adoptive
home and you will be free to go

You will be provided
with an optional medical
questionnaire. This
information can help keep
the baby safe and healthy.

No shame, no blame, no names!

Where is a “Safe Surrender” site?

A safe surrender site will display the safe surrender logo.

Then, you are free to
go – there are no other
requirements.

All hospitals are safe surrender sites.
Other locations, like fire stations, can also be surrender sites.

To find the nearest safe surrender site, call 1-877-BABYSAF (1-877-222-9723)

What happens to
the baby?

What happens to
the parent?

The baby is examined
and given medical
treatment, if needed.
The county child
welfare agency will find
a caring family to take
care of the baby. If an
adoptive family is not
available right away,
the baby will be placed
with a temporary foster
family until an adoptive
family is located.

Once the parent or
surrendering person
has safely turned over
the baby, they are free
to go, without any
questions asked. No
shame, no blame, no
names!

What happens
if the parent
changes their
mind?
A parent or surrendering
person has 14 days
to change their mind.
They should bring
their copy of the coded
bracelet back to the safe
surrender site or call
1-877-BABYSAF and
say they want to regain
custody.

Can only a parent
surrender the
baby?
No. If you aren’t able
for any reason to bring
the baby to a safe
surrender site yourself,
you can permit another
person to surrender the
baby for you.

What information
is needed?

Is there another
choice?

None. You will be
offered a voluntary
medical questionnaire.
This will help the
doctors provide the best
care for the baby.

Yes. Adoption is always
a choice. Adoption
preserves the rights of
all involved. Parents
have the right to assist
in selecting the adoptive
parents and may be
allowed to have contact
with the baby after the
adoption, if desired.

